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Abstract  
Television remains the most prominent platform for accessing international and local news for 

adults in the United Kingdom (Ofcom, 2019). Individuals rely heavily on televised media to 

understand the narrative of current conflicts; thus, it is imperative to investigate this narrative. 

This dissertation employs a quantitative content analysis of visual material to examine the 

narrative of the first year of the 2003-2011 Iraq War, as created by the British televised media, 

specifically ITN.  The results of this study are then analysed using quantitative methods. 

Primarily, this dissertation aims to fill a research gap concerning the study of a conflict 

narrative over time as presented by British televised media sources’, as well as the different 

places in which the footage was shot. The main conclusion drawn is that the narrative 

presented by ITN focuses heavily on the presence of military technology and urban battle 

fields; it contains key absences pertaining to the presentation of the impact of the conflict on 

soldiers, civilians and the built environment, and there is a lack of filming of the conflict that 

occurred in more intimate, domestic spaces. Current events in Ukraine increase this study’s 

relevance, due to the fact that, news media informs the individual’s understanding of the 

conflict narrative. By understanding the way British televised media reported the Iraq War, we 

can see where the emphasis on footage - or absence thereof - could lead to the creation of a 

distorted narrative. 
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Introduction  
In an increasingly conflict-ridden world, it is paramount to understand the flow of information 

across geographical space through popular geopolitics, specifically televised media. This 

dissertation focuses primarily on employing a visual content analysis to investigate the 

narrative of conflict created by the British media during the Iraq war - a narrative that was 

transported through virtual space from the battlefield to the television screens of the UK. This 

research explores this narrative, which, in turn, allows for an improved understanding of the 

creation of other war narratives, such as the current war in Ukraine. 

 

On the 19th of March 2003, the UK and United States of America invaded Iraq. President Bush 

justified this invasion by claiming that Saddam Hussein was connected to the 9/11 attacks on 

the United States (Althedide et al, 2016). The UK joined the conflict following a controversial 

decision by Tony Blair (Abbasian 2017). The war officially ended in May 2003. However, 

combat continued until December 2011 (Tumber et al 2004). 

 

This dissertation uses the 2003-2011 Iraq War as the basis for the investigation, on the 

grounds that it was one of the most heavily covered wars by the news media (Tumber et al 

2004) and the style of reporting was unique in its use of embedded journalists at the forefront 

of the action (Froneman and Swanepoel, 2004). There is a focus specifically on televised 

media (and in particular ITN) because, for adults in the UK, television is the most frequently 

used platform for news consumption (Ofcom, 2019). This study chose to focus on ITN, as it is 

a commercially funded channel that claims to provide impartial news to the British public (ITN, 

2021). In 2003, at the start of the conflict, ITV (owned by ITN) was the second largest televised 

news source for national and international news, second only to the BBC (Ofcom, 2012). 

To unravel the media’s narrative of the Iraq War, this dissertation will focus on the presentation 

of three significant themes: the human impact, the environmental impact and the use of military 

technology. These themes will form the basis of the analysis chapters, building a picture of 
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the British media’s narrative of the conflict. Subsequently, it will explore this narrative over 

time, and the geographical spaces within which it is presented. A detailed discussion of the 

visual content will underpin this analysis, the results of which will be analysed through 

statistical tests and infographics using R studio software. This quantitative data analysis will 

be paired with a qualitative analysis based on academic literature, creating a comprehensive 

discussion that aims to explore the media’s changing narrative of the Iraq War across different 

times and places. 

Research Gap 
This dissertation aims to add to the literature surrounding popular geopolitical discourse 

(Jones & Sage, 2010), through exploring the issues surrounding "… the writing of global 

space."  (Ó Tuathail 1996a, p 18). There is currently an extensive amount of literature 

surrounding the misreporting of the Iraq War, from both an international and UK-specific 

scope, as explored through the analysis of media. However, previous studies have almost 

exclusively focused on US media sources, (notably newspapers) or the disparity between 

different media sources. Additionally, a substantial body of the literature is concerned with the 

rise of new media, such as social media, and its effect on war reporting.  This study differs 

from previous literature in its aim, which is to fill a current research gap through a visual 

content analysis of the British televised media’s reporting (specifically that of ITN) of the Iraq 

War through, a geographical lens. 

Aims and Objectives: 
The aim of this research is to understand the narrative of the Iraq War created by the British 

Media. Thus, the main research question is as follows: 

‘What narratives are created by the televised news clips from ITN for the first year of the Iraq 

war?’ 

My subsequent hypotheses are: 

H1.  How does ITN illustrate the narrative in the first year of the Iraq War with regards to its 

human impact and its environmental impact, and the extent of the portrayal of military 

technology? 

H2. How does ITN portray the narrative in the first year of the Iraq War over time? 

Null - Time has no significant effect on the coding categories analysed 

Alternative - Time has a significant effect on the coding categories analysed 
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H3. Which geographical spaces does ITN focus on when creating their narrative of the first 

year of the Iraq War? 

Null - There is no significant difference in war coverage across geographic spaces. 

Alternative - There is a significant difference in war coverage across geographic spaces. 

 

Geographical Context 
To add geographical context to this dissertation, it is important to consider the specific cities 

within Iraq where filming occurred. Map 1 displays the key areas of conflict in Iraq, as well as 

the key attack routes taken by the US and British troops. Additionally, the map below also 

identifies the areas where ITN filmed the news clips that form the basis of this content analysis. 
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Map 1- Map displaying the major battle zones for the coalition forces in 2003- 2004, the advancement of the US and British 
troops and the sites of ITN reporting. 

 

Literature Review 
Historically Media has always played a role in shaping our understanding of violent events 

(Kaempf, 2013). Some academics would go as far to say that “media representation is part of 

geopolitical conflicts” (Falah et al 2006:160) and is no longer an external matter. Additionally, 

the control of the information that the media holds gives it a prominent sense of power within 

conflicts (Bock, 1982). This power took on a political influence during the Iraq War in its ability 
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to manipulate events (Althedide 2016)   Therefore, investigating the narrative of the Iraq War 

within British televised media sources is essential to understanding the conflict as a whole. 

Popular geopolitics and embedded journalism 
This dissertation sits within the geographical discipline of popular geopolitics and therefore 

this paper begins with a short review of the academic literature concerning this. Popular 

geopolitics is a branch of critical geopolitics that refers to the “geopolitical discourse that 

citizens are immersed in everyday “(Dittmer and Grey 2010: 1664). It is the way in which 

geopolitical ideas are circulated and, in some cases, created, by films, magazines, television, 

the Internet, and radio (Dodds, 2015). It is the area of popular geopolitics that is concerned 

with the role of media in the construction and maintenance of “dominant geopolitical 

understandings of events, people and places” (McFarlane and Hay, 2003: 213), which is the 

focus of this dissertation. Previously seen as an inferior form of geography, scholarship 

(Pickering, 2017) now acknowledges that it is essential to understand geography and war as 

we can no longer rely on elite texts and actors. Popular geopolitics was not taken as seriously 

as other forms of geopolitics by geographers as to study it would involve studying popular 

culture and thus its research was less serious (ibid). Through using a quantitative approach 

supported by statistical analysis this dissertation aims to provide a more serious scientific 

stance to popular geopolitics. 

Popular geopolitics is either produced by elites or non-elites, (Purcell et al, 2010). The former 

is the focus of this dissertation. Media are specifically prolific actors in geopolitics, and with 

the individuals’ interactions with media increasing, investigating the influence of popular 

geopolitics is paramount. (Pickering, 2017). Popular geopolitics plays a key role in legitimising 

the practical geopolitical narratives of governments (Dodds, 2015). This was particularly 

relevant in the case of the Iraq War where the UK media supported the governments invasion 

of Iraq (Tudor, 2021). The Iraq War was unique in its media coverage in many ways. Firstly, 

the conflict was fought in the ‘digital age’ (Horten 2011). Secondly, and of particular relevance 

to this dissertation, embedded journalists were at the forefront of the reporting (Froneman and 

Swanepoel, 2004). This brought the reporters into the heart of the action with over 60 

journalists with cameras embedded into the forces on the ground across the battle sites 

(reference map 1) (Hoskins, 2004). The embedded media were there from the start of the war, 

showing images that were "live from the battlefield" (Wilesmith 2011, pg.18).   Thus, there was 

an argument that war was fought through media (Puttnam, 2003). The embedded nature of 

this journalism gave journalists and camera men access to a broader geography of the war as 

they were able to access previously restricted spaces (Carpenter, 2007). Additionally, the 
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shrinking of the geographical distance between the journalist and the soldier not only put them 

in the heart of the conflict but meant they viewed the war through the eyes of the soldiers, 

affecting the reporting of the conflict (Hoskins, 2004). Griffin (2004) alleges that the embedded 

journalism and the intense media focus of the conflict reduced the geographical space 

between the viewer and the conflict in Iraq, bringing the conflict into the domestic spaces of 

the viewer’s homes. Embedded journalism and the goal of media to move viewers 

metaphorically into the geographical space of the conflict provide an important baseline 

literature imperative for the reading of this dissertation. 

The human impact 
Wars are inherently concerned with death and thus images of the injured and dead are innate 

to war coverage. Some academics (Elliott and Lester, 2001) argue that it is imperative that 

news media portray fairly the real human costs of a conflict. Others (Sanders, 2003) argue 

that journalists have a duty to be compassionate and consider the taste of their audiences, a 

large proportion of whom wish to avoid gruesome images. Thus, journalists are constantly 

struggling with the battle between these two positions. There is an extensive body of scholarly 

research around the portrayal of the human casualties of the Iraq conflict, although this is 

largely written from an American viewpoint. Despite this, seminal scholarship (Aday, 2005, 

Schwalbe et al, 2008) suggests that the visual coverage of human casualties in the Iraq War 

has been slight.  Other literature suggests that this is not unique to the Iraq conflict. Hallin 

(1986) and Patterson (1984) demonstrate that both Vietnam and the Gulf War were subject to 

limited coverage of brutal war images.  Silcock et al, (2008) argues that those elements of the 

conflict that are not shown in news media are just as important as those that are. Several 

academics (Der Derian, 2002, Abbasian, 2017 and Sanders, 2004) argue that the absence of 

injury and death within media reporting is intentional as the image of conflict as clean and 

bloodless helps to legitimise warfare as well as maintain the element of compassion towards 

audiences. 

It is interesting to consider the difference in the reporting of injury or death in soldiers and 

civilians. Lindner, (2009) argues that due to the embedded nature of the journalism the media 

are more likely to obtain the perspective of soldiers.  Seminal contributions into the human 

cost of the Iraq War have been investigated by Fahmy et al (2008) who conducted a visual 

content analysis of 1,305 Iraq war related photographs reported in the US press (the New 

York times) and the British press (The Guardian). The results demonstrated that the Guardian 

newspapers coverage was more concerned with images of casualties and material destruction 

than its US counterpart, although overall coverage of the human costs of the conflict was 
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minimal for both newspapers (Fammy et al, 2008). Additionally, their results yield that despite 

embedded journalist being closer to the combat hardly any of the coverage in British and US 

newspapers displays actual combat activity of any kind. This suggests that although the British 

Media does depict the human cost of the conflict, its effects are limited. Similar studies (Silcock 

et al 2008) investigated the presence of injury and death in more than 2,500 war images from 

US television news, newspapers, news magazines and online news sites. Their study found 

that in the first 5 weeks of the invasion in 2003 only 10% showed injury or death (ibid). 

Academics (Der Derian, 2002) argue that this misrepresentation of the impacts of war on 

human casualties by the media is intentional as it ensures that warfare remains legitimate in 

the eyes of the public. Additionally, this absence in the coverage of casualties led to 

underestimates of the Iraqi death toll in Britain and America (ComRes, 2013). 

This literature review has so far explored the human population (civilian and military) as a 

space to be attacked. However, as the premise of the war was to free the Iraqi people from 

Saddam Hussein’s brutality, the conflict was primarily seen as a war of liberation (Lewis, 2004) 

This dissertation will also consider the liberation of the human population. Lewis and Brookes 

(2004) conducted a study, the results of which suggest that within British televised media one 

is more likely to see Iraqi’s liberated than invaded. Lewis (2004) argues that this liberation was 

specifically highlighted in the media with the toppling of the Saddam Hussein statue, an act 

that was actually created as a ‘media event’ to provide a climax to the war narrative. Therefore, 

this investigation will look at the impacts of war on the bodies of soldiers and civilians both as 

a site of attack as well as a site of liberation. There is a research gap in the investigation of 

British televised media in relation to the representation of the impact of the Iraq War on civilians 

and soldiers that this dissertation attempts to fill.  

 

The environment in warfare 
Conflicts cause damage to both the built and natural environment of the countries that they 

occur in. Firstly, I will consider the literature on the natural environment and the conflict in Iraq. 

The literature, (Brown, 2004) indicates that the initial effects of the Iraq war on the health of 

the natural environment stem from air pollution caused by burning oil wells, factories and 

vehicles that poured black chemical ridden smoke into the atmosphere. Thus, in relation to 

the impact of the conflict on the natural environment this dissertation focuses on air pollution. 

There is a diminutive body of academic scholarship that discusses the media’s portrayal of 

the impact of the conflict on Iraq’s natural environment. Within the limited literature the most 
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heavily discussed threat to the natural environment as a by-product of the Iraq War was open 

pit burning employed by the US troops as their primary method of waste disposal, with as 

much as 1,700,000 pounds of waste burnt a day in 2008 (Bonds, 2019).  This burning 

produced large volumes of potentially hazardous emissions (ibid). For many years this was 

the only form of waste disposal at the bases (IoM, 2011), yet despite this, up until 2008, it had 

been given little or no press coverage. (Bond 2019). Bond (2019) suggests that this absence 

of the environmental consequences of the conflict from reporting is purposeful as it somewhat 

legitimises these acts. Therefore, more scholarship is needed into the environment as the 

"silent victim" of war. (Price, 2018) Currently, there are few works within the literature 

representing the British media’s approach to the portrayal of the natural environment within 

the conflict. My research strives to fill this gap. 

Al-Shammari (2015) argues that the indirect effects of the conflict on the environment were 

seen in the destruction of the infrastructure.  Thus, this dissertation will explore the destruction 

of both the natural and built environment. The small body of scholarship which addresses the 

impact of the conflict on the built environment claims that the conflict in Iraq, specifically the 

US assault on Baghdad at the beginning of the 2003 invasion, was the first form of violence 

against critical infrastructure (Coward, 2009). Gregory (2006) supports this claim contending 

that the coalition then carried out regular attacks on urban infrastructure, such as power 

stations, with the intention of disrupting the supply of electricity as well as water and the 

treatment of sewage, leading to consequences in public health. However, the limited literature 

on this topic suggests that the damage done to Iraqi infrastructure was relatively absent from 

the media coverage (Griffin, 2004). 

 

Military Technology in warfare 
The damage to the environment and casualties of war discussed within this literature review 

are the result of the conflict, essential to which is military technology. There is a sizable body 

of literature concerning the use of military technology within the Iraq War. Hamourtziadou et 

al, (2020), asserts that the 2003 conflict in Iraq was strongly associated with air power with 

hundreds of air strikes conducted over the period of the conflict. This was due to the conflict 

being the first war in which air power could strike with real time precision at key tactical targets 

(Cordesman, 2014). This new precision technology was created with the aim of reducing the 

causalities of war (Lanham, 2005).  
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The literature focuses heavily on the aerial nature of the conflict, and there is only a small body 

of literature that discusses the use of military technology on the ground. However, seminal 

contributions in the field by Cordesman (2003) suggest that the conflict was fought using a 

combination of air and ground power.  Artillery was more effective than in previous conflicts 

as it was quicker to react and easier to manoeuvre (ibid). Cordesman (2003) also discusses 

the use of tanks throughout the conflict and the key role they played in ground operations for 

both the coalition forces and the Iraqis, who, due to the lack of other adequate military 

technology, over relied on tanks. 

Chemical warfare was a topic of great concern in relation to the Iraq War as there were 

suspicions Iraq had chemical weapons (Lewandowsky et al, 2009) Ironically, although the 

official justification for the invasion was Saddam’s use of weapons of mass destruction, the 

Americans were the real abusers of chemical weapons, using several, including mustard gas 

(Saunders, 2012).  

Griffin, (2004) contends that media coverage of the conflict was dominated by repetitive shots 

of the American military arsenal. Previous studies (Schwalbe, 2008) which analysed media 

over the initial five weeks of the conflict, suggest that initially the coverage focused heavily on 

the military might of the US through the depiction of the destruction of the built environment, 

but contends that in the later weeks of the conflict the footage changed to focus on the 

coverage of human bodies on the streets. This dissertation seeks to investigate the British 

televised media narrative of the Iraq War considering the military technology used and the 

splaces where they were used. 

Spaces of conflict 
Finally, I will discuss literature surrounding the geographical spaces in which the conflict was 

filmed: the domestic, the public and the battlefield. Geographical scholarship is relatively silent 

on what we think of as the typical battlefield within which the conflict was fought. This may be 

due to the fact that a large proportion of the conflict was fought in cities, as the urbanised 

population in Iraq meant that fighting in cities was unavoidable (Palka et al, 2005). However, 

previous studies (Griffin, 2004) suggest that the initial coverage of the war focused on army 

convoys moving across the Iraqi desert. Additionally, academics (Graham, 2006) argue that 

Iraqi cites were viewed by the coalition as terrorists’ cities and the sources of terrorist threats 

and thus urban areas were heavily targeted. As a result of this the military violence in Iraq has 

dispersed beyond the conventional battlefield to populated areas (Gregory, 2008). The 

geography of the war was also moved into urban spaces by the use of aerial bombing 
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removing the distinction between the front line and home front and moving the conflict into 

public (urban) space away from the typical battlefield where it was normally conducted 

(Gregory, 2006). Contrary to Gregory, Cordesman (2003) contends that Iraqi forces wished to 

move the conflict into urban spaces in an attempt to limit the effectiveness of the coalition’s 

technological advantages, as moving the conflict into urban spaces made it considerably more 

difficult for the American forces to use air power. 

There is little available scholarship surrounding the conflict being conducted within domestic 

spaces (homes). However, scholarship highlights that the US taskforce did raid homes with 

armed men in the search for Saddam Hussein, hidden weapons and disguised insurgents 

(Robben, 2010). These abusive raids on citizen’s homes were a regular occurrence (Hedges 

and Al-Arian, 2008).  Thus, the conflict was bought with full force into domestic spaces. The 

literature further suggests that the citizens feared the destruction of public spaces as well as 

the lack of control over their homes which could be invaded by troops at any time (Robben, 

2010).  Smith (2005) develops this argument further contesting that the Iraq war shifted to 

contemporary warfare where there was less conventional fighting on a battlefield and instead 

the battlefield was moved amongst the people in the streets and houses. 

Based on the scholarship discussed I can conclude that this dissertation is situated at the 

intersection of geopolitical geography and popular geopolitics. The scholarship discussed in 

this literature review forms the basis of my analysis and will be drawn on heavily throughout 

my analysis and discussion chapters. 
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Methodology  

Introduction  

This dissertation employs a quantitative visual content analysis as its research design. This 

experimental design was employed for this dissertation to use symbols of communication to 

draw inferences (Lacy et al 2015) from British televised media sources specifically ITN, in an 

attempt to answer the hypothesis and research questions. The intra-coder reliability of the 

coding categories for this investigation are calculated using a Cohens Kappa. The results of 

this visual content analysis are then analysed using a t-test and ANOVA, with the Tukey 

HDS as the appropriate post hoc-test, as well as relevant infographics using R studio.  

This methodology begins by detailing the relevant steps involved in undertaking a 

quantitative visual content analysis.  

 

Content analysis  

The development of an explicit methodology is paramount to completing a high-quality 

content analysis (Rose, 2001, Neuendorf, 2002). Thus, the method for this study will be 

based on a combination of the key steps involved in the quantitative content analysis 

described by Rose et al, (2015) (Fig 1) and the visual content analysis described by Bell 

(2001).  

Although ideally, as academics Shoemaker and Reese (1996) argue, a content analysis 

would use a combination of both quantitative and qualitative methods, this study uses only a 

quantitative approach due to constraints with the study and because it is said to hold more 

scientific credibility (Neuendorf, 2002).  I felt this to be important as popular geopolitics has 

been undermined in academic literature, (Pickering 2017) as discussed in my literature 

review.  
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Figure 1- The key steps in a quantitative content analysis of the visual (Rose et al, 2015) 

  

 

All successful content analyses begin with the creation of a clear research question 

grounded in existing literature (Bock et al, 2011). The research question in this case is one 

of the narrative of British televised media content, the rational of which is discussed within 

the literature review.  Thus, the research question and subsequent hypotheses outlined in 

the aims and objectives chapter were formulated.  

Paramount to any study is deciding what will be observed and how the sample of these 

observations will be collected and recorded (Krippendorff, 2013), this occurs pre- coding.  In 

this study the sampling units are 104 short news clips from ITN, sourced from the 

GettyImages archive (Gettyimages 2021) and filmed between March 2003 and March 2004. 

ITN were used for this study as, unlike the BBC, they are a non-government funded 

broadcaster who produce news programs for ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 and who claim 

to provide impartial news to the British public (ITN, 2021). In this study the coding units are 

categorical and are therefore partitioned by membership in the category (Krippendorff, 

2004). These clips were selected using stratified sampling whereby 8 units were randomly 

selected from each month over the period of the year. McMillian (2000) highlights the 

importance of using a random stratified sample when studying media over time to ensure 

that your sample is equally spread over the time period.  
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Once the sample is identified a coding scheme must be created (Rose et al, 2015). It is 

paramount that all of the coding categories are defined as clearly and precisely as possible 

(Bell, 2001). To answer the individual hypotheses, three broad thematic categories will be 

identified: the portrayal of the impact of the conflict on soldiers and civilians, and the 

environment (built and natural), and the type of military technology used. The first theme, the 

portrayal of the impacts of the war on the human body draws on the literature from previous 

studies (Silcock et al, 2008, Griffin, 2004) that investigated the portrayal of war casualties in 

the Iraq war in various forms of US media. However this study contains the addition of the 

coding category ‘happy’ as I wish to investigate the portrayal of the liberation of soldiers and 

civilians within the narrative. The second theme, the impact on the environment draws on 

literature from Bond’s (2019) study discussed in the literature review, to establish the coding 

categories regarding the impacts on the natural environment.  Additionally, to add an extra 

dimension to my study I have included the damage to the built environment. In the third 

category, due to a lack of literature surrounding previous studies concerning the type of 

military technology used, the coding categories were based off literature from 

Hamourtziadou & Jackson (2020). It is important that this study contains a broad range of 

topics so that a holistic view of the narrative can be explored. However, there is nuance in 

the narrow scope of the time frame and the soul focus of ITN as the media source. One of 

the key issues with creating codes for a content analysis is that the coding categories may 

be confounding. Therefore, I have ensured that the coding categories in my study are 

"mutually exclusive and exhaustive". (Bell 2001, pg.16). Additionally, subjective variables, 

such as coding categories, demand very clear definitions and criteria to ensure that they are 

reliable and valid so replicable inferences can be drawn from the analysis (Rose 2001).  

To identify any issues with my coding categories a pilot study was conducted (Neuendorf 

2002). The pilot study highlighted that the volume of data produced by the initial coding 

categories was overwhelming. Thus, for ease of analysis, planes and helicopters were 

combined into one overarching category under the general heading of Aircrafts. Additionally, 

the coding category of Soldiers proved to be too broad thus when I am referring to soldiers 

this will be in specific reference to soldiers of the coalition wearing combat uniform. 

Everyone else will be coded as a civilian (see appendix 1.1,1.2 for more details). In this 

study, paper coding was used.  This data was then entered into a computer system for 

analysis at a later date (see appendix 1.4).  
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Once the data has been coded it is paramount that reliability testing is conducted 

(Krippendorff, 2013). Bell (2001) suggests that inter-coder reliability, (two or more coders 

applying the definitions in a sample study), is key to upholding reliability. In an attempt to 

achieve inter-coder reliability, I investigated utilising computer programming software to 

conduct a content analysis so as to maintain inter-coder reliability. However, due to the 

constraints of the study this was not possible. Therefore, I opted to measure intra-coder 

reliability, that is using one coder and applying the same codes to the same data on different 

occasions (Given, 2008). This involved classifying 50-100 examples of all of the relevant 

variables at four independent time periods without consulting the previous results and then 

correlating the results using statistical tests (Bell, 2001). Cohen's kappa coefficient is the 

preferable test when estimating intra-coder reliability with nominal data, as it is relatively 

easy to compute and can be used for categorical variables.  (Gwet, 2008, Given, 2008). 

However, it is limited as it does not adjust for agreements that may have occurred by chance 

(Orwin and Vevea, 2009). 

 

γˆκ =  
𝑝𝑎 − 𝑝𝑒

1 − 𝑝𝑒
 

 

Literature (Mackey and Gass, 2015) highlight that a major issue with intra-coder reliability is 

coder drift where coders may apply the coding scheme to different coding categories due to 

fatigue, boredom or frustration. Additionally, sequencing effects may affect how the coding 

criteria are interpreted (ibid). To avoid coder drift within my study I scheduled multiple coding 

rounds, weeks apart to ensure that boredom and fatigue did not affect the results.  

 

Although a robust method, several academics (Shoemaker and Reese 1996, Bell 2001, 

Newbold et al. 2002) argue that in order to provide concrete support for a claim, a content 

analysis alone is not sufficient as it lacks complexity and therefore it should be paired with 

other methods of analysis. Furthermore, a specific limitation of a quantitative content 

analysis is that due to its scientific nature it is unable to “capture the context within which a 

media text becomes meaningful” (Newbold et al 2002, p. 84).  This is a major issue as a key 

aim of a visual content analysis is to investigate culture and the way in which culture is 

portrayed through media (Bell, 2001). These limitations mean that a content analysis cannot 

be used to make solid claims of bias or what is true or false (Bell, 2001). Thus, within this 
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study I have analysed the results of my content analysis alongside the literature in an 

attempt to provide a cultural context to my findings.  

 

 

 Quantitative analysis  

The results obtained from this content analysis will be analysed through a range of graphs 

that have been created to provide a visual aid that can be drawn on throughout analysis. The 

first hypothesis will be addressed using descriptive graphs.  To analyse the second 

hypothesis, relating to the changing narrative of war presented by ITN, I opted to conduct a 

time series; a collection of observations made sequentially in time (Woodward et al, 2017). 

One of the conditions for conducting a time series is that the time points need to be 

equidistant (ibid). This is the case with my study as the videos are sampled on a monthly 

basis. To statistically analyse the change in narrative between March 2003 and March 2004 

a two tailed t-test was used. The condition for this test is that the two groups under 

comparison are independent of each other (Kim, 2015). In this study, the assumption will be 

made that time and the coding category are independent of each other thus, I am claiming 

that there is no pre-defined relationship or direction of the narrative. Finally, to provide a 

strong statistical foundation for the analysis of hypothesis three, a one-way ANOVA was 

conducted using R Studio. A one-way ANOVA is an omnibus test that focuses on the 

difference of variance for three or more groups (Kim, 2017).  In the case of this study these 

are: domestic spaces, public spaces and the space of the battlefield. In the case of a 

significant ANOVA result a Tukey HSD post hoc test will be conducted to identify which of 

the groups are significantly different (ibid).  

 

General limitations and ethical considerations  

There are a number of potential challenges that I may face during conducting the relevant 

research for this dissertation. Due to the nature of this project, I will be undertaking my 

research as a singular researcher. This alludes to researcher bias when it comes to coding 

as there is no collaboration between multiple coders to verify the reliability of the coding 

categories (Bock, 2011). A content analysis also tends to be limited in finding the meaning or 

intentions of the content due to the way that it reduces complex information into numerical 

properties (Perry 2020). The source for this dissertation is an online media site 

(Gettyimages, 2022) thus alluding to issues of the baseline level of inherent bias within 
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search engines, where the ordering of searches is dependent on proprietary algorithms over 

which the researcher has no control (Hine 2011). Additionally, the online media sites may 

not contain all of the broadcast content, for example special supplements may not be 

available online (Macnamara, 2005). However, despite extensively searching I was unable to 

find another source by which to locate the media relevant for this dissertation.  Therefore, I 

can never be fully confident that my sources are unbiased and include a fully comprehensive 

range of relevant televised news media clips. Furthermore, the coding of visual material is 

subjective and therefore analysing visual frames without instigating bias could be 

challenging (ibid) to avoid this the effects positionality were carefully considered throughout 

the course of this study. Despite the quantitative nature of this dissertation, it is still 

paramount to consider the issues of reflexivity so that a high standard of research is 

maintained (Walker et al 2013).  
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Analysis and Discussion  
 

Introduction  
My analysis will begin with a Cohen’s Kappa test for intra-coder reliability that will verify the 

reliability of the coding categories and will be followed by an in-depth analysis and 

discussion to answer the relevant hypotheses and main research questions. To address my 

first research objective, I will analyse the raw counts of the data visually in excel and 

compare the results to scholarship. In answer to my second objective the difference in the 

narrative between March 2003 and March 2004 will be explored using a time series and t-

test. Finally, the focus on geographical space will be analysed through a one-way ANOVA 

and significant results will be further explored through a Tukey HSD in order to answer 

objective three.  

All of the hypotheses in this paper are best answered using quantitative methods to retain 

scientific objectivity whilst using academic scholarship and literature from similar studies to 

provide a qualitive background for the claims made. The research questions investigated 

within this dissertation are all concerned with three main themes: the impact of the conflict 

on soldiers and civilians, the environment (built and natural) and the use of military 

technology in the Iraq War.  
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Testing the intra-coder reliability for the coding categories:  
 

Table 1- Table for the Cohens Kappa 

 Total sample 

 
% Agreement  
(tolerance= 

0)  
K   

   

The Human body  
Civilian  

  

Dead 93.3  0.9 

Wounded  86.7  0.8 

Happy 86.7  0.8 

Soldier     

     Dead  90  0.8 

     Wounded          91.8  0.8 

     Happy  93.2  0.9 

   

The Environment     

Air pollution    

      Smog  90     0.8   

Smoke   94.5   0.9 

Fire   91.8  0.8  
Destruction of the built environment    

Direct damage to infrastructure         91.4   0.8 
Rubble          87.1   0.8 
Litter          90.3   0.8  
   

Military Technology  
Artillery  

  

     Guns          93.2  0.9 
    Bombs         93.2  0.9 
    Missiles         87.1           0.8 
    Tanks         86.8   0.8  



20151782 

  Popular geopolitics: a quantitative visual content analysis of the Televised British media’s 

narrative of the Iraq War 

25 
 

Aerial warfare   
Aircrafts 

        90.3  0.8 

Chemical warfare  
   Gas Masks  

 
        84.3  0.8 

Note: K of above 0.8 is significant    

 

 

To ensure that the coding categories on which this content analysis are based are reliable, a 

Cohen’s kappa test for intra-coder reliability was conducted. The results of table 1 are all 

above 0.8. Between 0.8- 1.0 is viewed as an almost perfect agreement thus, the coding 

categories in this study are all statistically reliable (Mchugh 2012).  
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Figure 2- Timeline of the Key events in the first 12 months of the Iraq War (where WMD is weapons of mass destruction) 
(CFR, 2022)   
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ITNs narrative of the first year of the Iraq War 

The narrative of the war presented by the media is a matter of contention within the literature 

review (Silcock et al, 2008 and Bond, 2019) This literature contends that the media’s 

narrative of the Iraq war contains key absences. This chapter will investigate the narrative of 

the Iraq War that the British media (ITN) portrays by exploring the three key themes: the 

impact of the conflict on the soldiers and civilians, on the environment (built and natural) and 

with the use of military technology.   
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Table 2- Counts and percentages for the overall footage concerning each coding category 
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Figure 3- Pie chart of the presence of coding categories within ITNs footage (where DI is damage to infrastructure and S is 
soldier and C is civilian)  

The narrative of the human impact  

The impact of the conflict on the space of the human body, (soldiers and civilians) both in 

relation to its attack and its liberation, is another fundamental factor in the narrative of any 

conflict, including the Iraq war.  Table 2 demonstrates that only 17% of ITNs narrative on the 

conflict is concerned with the portrayal of its impact on the human body, a notably lesser 

percentage than any of the other themes. This may be due, in part, to the impact of guns as 

an outlier biasing the overall results of this investigation.  
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As mentioned in the literature review, due to the nature of embedded journalism that 

characterised the reporting of the Iraq War, the media coverage is more likely to be biased 

towards displaying the impact of the conflict on coalition soldiers rather than civilians 

(Hoskins, 2004). The results of this study support this claim as less than 1% of ITNs news 

footage over the first year of the war displayed dead civilians whereas 4% displayed dead 

soldiers (Table 2). However, this contradicts the widely accepted statistics collected by the 

Iraq Body Count (2022) of 14,424 civilian deaths in the first year of the conflict compared to 

only 63 British (GOV.UK, 2022) and 1,335 US soldier (Statistia, 2022) deaths. Interestingly, 

3% of the news footage analysed depicts wounded civilians, a notably larger percentage 

than those presented as dead. This is also inconsistent with the narrative presented by the 

Iraq Body Count (2022) which claims that the number of people injured was equal to the 

number of people killed. 

Scholarship (ComRes, 2013) claims that the media’s lack of visual coverage concerning 

human casualties had real world implications, as the estimates of the Iraqi death toll in both 

Britain and America were said to be dramatically lower than the actual figures. Studies in the 

literature review (Silcock et al, 2008) noted the importance of reporting the number of 

casualties in the Iraq War through an analysis of mixed media sources and found that in the 

first 5 weeks of the invasion only 10% showed injury or death. This study yields similar 

results with only 8% of the news footage analysed displaying injury or death (table 2). But we 

must not lose sight of the fact that one of the principal motivations for the invasion was to 

free the Iraqi people from their oppression under the tyrannous reign of Saddam Hussain 

(Lewis, 2004) One would therefore expect to see this liberation expressed within the media’s 

narrative. Interestingly, the presence of happy individuals accounts for 9% of ITNs footage, 

more than is concerned with death or injury (8%) (table 2). These findings are in line with the 

literature (Lewis and Brookes, 2004) which concluded that within British televised media one 

is more likely to see Iraqi’s liberated than invaded. 

The environmental narrative  

It is also crucial to consider the narrative of the impact of the conflict on both the built and 

natural environment. This study concludes that 30% of the media footage was focused on 

the destruction of these environments, with 20% of the narrative created by ITN relating to 

the natural environment compared to 10% to the built environment (Fig. 3). The literature 

(Brown, 2004) contends that the impact on the natural environment was from air pollution as 

a result of burning oil wells, factories and vehicles, pouring chemical ridden dense smoke 
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fumes into the skies. However, the most heavily discussed threat to the environment after 

burning oil wells is open pit burning that also released pollutants (Bonds, 2019) ITNs 

narrative somewhat reflects this as 7% of the footage is concerned with smoke. Smog, 

defined by the national geographic as “air pollution that reduces visibility” (Evers et al, 2011), 

is the most frequent coding category within the footage concerning the natural environment 

(8%), suggesting that the effect of the oil fires and burn pits is more prevalent in the footage 

than the burning events themselves. Only 20% of the overall footage analysed focuses on 

the natural environment. Bonds (2019) argues that this low reporting of the impacts of the 

conflict on the environment legitimises them,   

 Surprisingly there is a limited focus on the destruction of the built environment (10%) an 

interesting finding as the literature (Gregory 2006) suggests that the conflict was largely 

fought in urban areas. Therefore, I would have expected to observe a narrative that was 

more focused around the impact of the conflict on the urban environment and its subsequent 

destruction. However, these findings are similar to those found by Griffin (2004), who 

contended that the portrayal of the damage done to Iraqi infrastructure was relatively absent 

from the media’s coverage.  

The military technologies narrative  
Finally, military technology is a fundamental component of any conflict and thus is inherent 

to its narrative. An interesting finding from the results of the study is that that over half (53%) 

of ITNs news reporting footage focused on military technology. Upon further investigation it 

is evident that a disproportionate percentage (33%) of the footage analysed in this study 

contains the presence of guns (Fig. 3). This is an unexpected finding and has occurred as a 

visual content analysis demands that categories are coded for their presence in a shot. A 

large proportion of the soldiers present in the news footage had a gun visible, making the 

presence of guns inordinately higher than any of the other coding categories present in this 

study; hence, skewing the results. It is also interesting to note that tanks are reflected as a 

relatively large percentage of ITNs footage. This may be due to the key role that tanks 

played in the conflict for both the coalition and the Iraqis (Cordesman, 2003), especially with 

the latter over reliance on tanks within their military technology as discussed in the literature 

review by Cordesman, (2003). Interestingly, although the literature (Hamourtziadou et al, 

2020; Cordesman, 2003) alludes to the conflict being one heavily centred around aerial 

warfare, this study has ascertained that only 4% of ITNs news footage was concerned with 

aircrafts (Table 2). Another interesting finding brought to light by this study is the low news 

footage time of 3% concerned with displaying bombs and missiles. A report by Corderory 
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and Perkins (2014) states that 29,199 bombs were dropped by the coalition within the first 

13 months of the conflict, a prominent statistic essential to the narrative of the conflict that, in 

this instance has failed to be displayed within the media coverage.  

 

Reflections  
Overall, I can conclude that the overarching narrative of the Iraq war that ITN displays is 

heavily focused on military technology. The remaining footage largely focuses on natural and 

built environment with only a slight proportion of the screen time dedicated to the portrayal of 

the impact of the conflict on the human body. However, these results are skewed by the 

outlier of guns dramatically increasing the percentage of footage concerning military 

technology. Additionally, this chapter concludes that the media’s narrative contains key 

absences in relation to the portrayal of human casualties, bombs and aircrafts, as well as the 

impact of the conflict on the built environment, despite scholarship stressing the aerial and 

urban nature of this conflict.   
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The narrative focus over time  

 

Table 3- Two- tailed T test results between 2003 and 2004 for the coding categories (N= 665) 

 
Year   

2003  2004  χ2 / t P 

 n / M % (SD) n / M 
% 

(SD) 
  

       

The Human body        

Civilian        

Dead 0.5  0.6  -0.2 0.8 

Wounded  2.1   1.0   0.7 0.5 

Happy 1.9    0.0   0.8 0.5 

Soldier        

      Dead  2.2  0.6   0.7 0.5 

     Wounded  0.2  0.0   0.8 0.4 

    Happy  2.7  1.0   -1.2 0.3 

       

The Environment        

Air pollution        

      Smog  3.3  5.3   -1.0 0.3 

Smoke  4.2   2.0  0.8 0.5 

Fire  3.1   1.3   0.8 0.5 

Destruction of the built 
environment  

    
 

 

Direct damage to 
infrastructure 

4.9   4.0   
0.3  

0.8 

Rubble  1.4   0.6   0.8 0.4 

Litter  0.5  0.6   0.4 0.7  

       

Military Technology         

Artillery        

     Guns  18.1  10.0   2.8 0.02* 

    Bombs 0.6  0.0  0.8 0.4 

    Missiles 0.7  2.0   0.2  0.2 

    Tanks 6.9   6.3  0.2  0.9 

Aerial warfare         

Aircrafts  1.7  2.0   -0.2 0.8 

Chemical warfare         

Gas Masks  0.0  3.6   -1.3  0.3 
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Significance levels: * p < .05. ** p < .01. *** p < .001. 

 

The overarching narrative 

The Iraq war was a conflict that saw a rapid escalation within the first year, it is therefore 

imperative to consider the way in which the narrative explored in the previous chapter 

changes over this time. This chapter is concerned with the following hypotheses:  

Alternative- Time has a significant effect on the coding categories analysed  

Null- Time has no effect on the coding categories analysed 

In order to explore these hypotheses in regard to the changing narrative, a two- tailed 

statistical t- test was conducted.  Additionally, a Time Series was created to provide a visual 

representation of the narrative over time. Consistent reference is made to Fig. 2 in order to 

compare the findings of this quantitative analysis to an already established chronological 

timeline of the conflict’s crucial events.  

The results displayed in Table 2 largely demonstrate no significant P values (< 0.05).  

Hence, for those with no significance we can accept the null hypothesis and conclude that 

time has no effect on the coding categories analysed, that is, there is no statistical difference 

between the narrative at the start of the war March 2003 and one year later in March 2004. 

However, guns remain an outlier displaying a significant P value (P= 0.02).  Thus, for the 

coding category guns, the alternative hypothesis can be accepted, namely that time has a 

significant effect on the coding categories analysed, and there is a statistical difference in the 

media’s narrative of the Iraq War in relation to guns, between March 2003 and March 2004. 

The literature (Silcock et al., 2008) suggests that due to the embedded nature of the news 

reporting we would expect the opportunities for gathering images of war casualties to 

increase over time. The change in combat from distant air strikes to up close urban combat 

also suggests an increase in the opportunities to film injuries and death (ibid).  The results of 

the time series displayed in Fig. 5 below support this, demonstrating a slight increase within 

the reporting of death and injury towards the end of the first year of the conflict. Additionally, 

in their studies Griffin (2004) and Schwalbe, (2006) contend that initial coverage of the 

conflict focuses on military power in relation to the destruction of the built environment.  

However, as time progresses, this focus shifts to more intimate coverage of human lives 

(and deaths) on the streets. The results of this study partly agree with the literatures’ claim 

(ibid) that towards the end of the first year of conflict there is more focus on human 
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casualties (Fig.4). However, contrary to the literature, the results of this study suggest that 

coverage of the destruction of the built environment also increases towards the end of the 

first year of the conflict (Fig.4).    

 

Figure 4- Time series graph from March 2003 to March 2004 displaying the frequency of footage concerning the impact of 
the conflict on the natural and built environment (where DI is Damage to infrastructure)  

 March                        May                                 July                           Sep                                Dec                                 Jan                                       March                  Mar               A                      M               Jun         J           A               S                   O                    N                   D                  J                 F                 M                                      Mar               A                      M               Jun         J           A               S                   O                    N                   D                  J                 F                 M                                     
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Figure 5- Time series graph from March 2003 to March 2004 displaying the frequency of footage concerning the impact of 
the conflict on soldiers and civilians 

 

 

Figure 6- time series graph from March 2003 to March 2004 displaying the frequency of footage concerning the military 
technology used 
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The reporting of major events 

During the first month of the war, beginning on March 20th, 2003, US airstrikes described as 

‘shock and awe’ shook Baghdad (Hamasaeed and Nada, 2020).  The media’s narrative 

follows the expected trend with bombs and missiles being particularly prevalent in the first 

month of the war (Fig 6). This event is also demonstrated within ITNs coverage of the 

environment displayed in Fig.5 with smog, smoke, fire and damage to infrastructure all being 

significantly higher within the first month of the war.  Interestingly, there is no representation 

of aircrafts in the first month of the conflict as would be expected from airstrikes.  

In April of 2003 the coalition forces overwhelmed the Iraqi army.  This was marked in the 

media by the tearing down of the statute of Saddam Hussain in Baghdad by the coalition and 

Iraqi citizens (Fig.2). This pivotal event is reflected within the results of this study as the 

counts of civilian happiness increases dramatically in April 2003 (Fig.5) with scenes of 

joyous civilians jumping around pulling down the statue of their great oppressor. This finding 

is supported by the literature (Lewis, 2004) which contends that the toppling of the statue 

was accompanied by joyous Iraqis, liberated from their oppressor Saddam Hussein. The 

destruction of the monument is also reflected in the slight increase in the destruction of 

infrastructure present in April 2003 (Fig.4). 

Technically, on the 1st of May 2003 President Bush declared an end to the major combat 

operations in Iraq (Fig.2). Following this, one would expect to witness a decrease in combat. 

However this study suggests the contrary. If anything, the presentation of military 

technology, human causalities and the degradation of both the built and natural environment 

continues and increases in the subsequent months of the conflict (Fig.4).  

Then in August 2003 the U.N headquarters in Baghdad were bombed by a suicide bomber 

driving an explosive filled cement mixer, killing the UN special representative to Iraq and 

twenty-two members of his staff (Fig.2). Surprisingly, this study found no reporting of human 

casualties either soldier or civilian in August 2003 (Fig.5) implying that the impact on the 

human body of this major event is absent from ITNs reporting. However, the results of Fig.4. 

do reflect the effect of this bombing in relation to the destruction of the environment, both 

built and natural, present in ITNs reporting supporting that ITNs coverage of this bombing is 

more heavily focused on the impacts on the environment than the impacts on human 

casualties.  
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This study flags up a period of intense activity across each of the themes in October 2003.  

This, month saw an increase in suicide attacks, with thirty-five people killed and a further 

twenty-two injured (Fig.2) This event is reflected in Fig.6 with an increase in the presence of 

bombs, tanks and civilian fatalities and is accompanied by surges in the indicators of air 

pollution and damage to the built environment. It is interesting to note that these suicide 

bombings received more coverage for a similar number of casualties than the Bombing of 

the UN headquarters a few months before.  

After nine months of conflict Saddam Hussein was captured on the 14th of December 2003 

(Fig.2). One would expect this momentous event to be captured in the footage with an 

increase in both happy soldiers and civilians, as one of the pivotal missions of the conflict 

had been achieved and the Iraqi citizens liberated. However, Fig.5 displays no footage of the 

liberation of Iraqi citizens subsequent to September 2003 but does reflect the joy of the 

coalition at capturing Saddam with happy soldiers present in January 2004.  

 

The initial invasion had been justified by the suspicion that Iraq held weapons of mass 

destruction (Saunders, 2012).  On the 24th of January 2004 the US officially ceased their 

searches for chemical weapons in Iraq (Fig.2), yet it is interesting to note that the presence 

of gas masks indicating the use of chemical weapons are only present after this, in February 

and March 2004 (Fig.6). 

By March 2004 the conflict had expanded into Fallujah (reference Map 1). During this time 

Al- Qaeda committed a wave of suicide bombings, striking against Shiite holy sites in 

Baghdad and Karbala. These attacks killed hundreds (Fig.2.) The impact of this pivotal event 

is illustrated within Figure.5 through the spike in civilian casualties and wounded soldiers. 

Additionally, these events are marked with a spike in the footage displaying damage to the 

built and natural environment (Fig.4).  

Reflections 
In summary, ITNs narrative is relatively consistent with the official timeline of events however 

key absences in reporting still remain present.  Particularly in relation to the lack of 

representation of aircraft at the start of the conflict, lack of human casualties within the UN 

Headquarters bombing and the civilian liberation at Saddam’s capture. However, the media’s 

narrative does present the liberation accompanied by the toppling of Saddam’s statue and 

the human destruction in March 2004. Additionally, it is interesting to note that despite 
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chemical weapons searches being aborted in January 2004 this study shows the first 

footage of gas masks is after this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The narrative focus of spaces of conflict   

The Iraq war was a unique conflict in regard to the geographical spaces within which it was 

fought, namely urban areas.  Fighting in cities was unavoidable because of the urbanised 

population and targeting of cites by the coalition (Palka et al, 2005). This chapter will explore 

the British televised media’s narrative of the geographical spaces: domestic, public and 

battlefield, within which the Iraq War was fought. The public spaces are defined as places 

which are available to the public for public use, (Michell, 2009). In the case of this study, they 

are exclusively urban areas. For domestic space I have followed the definition given by 

(Collignon, 2010) as the private space of the home. Finally, the space of the battlefield will 

be defined as the desert areas within which the war was fought that were not urban areas. 

This chapter draws on the following hypotheses:  

Null: There is no difference in war coverage across geographic spaces. 

Alternative- There is a statistical difference in war coverage across geographic spaces. 
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These hypotheses will be explored through a one-way ANOVA statistical test followed by a 

post-hoc Tukey HSD test, where significant results are present.  
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Table 4- Table displaying the results of the one-way ANOVA for space   

  

 F- statistic          P 

   

The Human body                               
Civilian  

  

Dead 3.6 0.04* 

Wounded   8.4 0.001** 

Happy 1  0.4 

Soldier    

      Dead  1.1  0.6 

     Wounded  1.2  0.3 

    Happy  4.3 0.02* 

   

The Environment     

Air pollution    

      Smog  3.2 0.05 

Smoke  5.8 0.006** 

Fire  4.5 0.02* 
Destruction of the built environment    

Direct damage to infrastructure          4.7 0.02* 
Rubble           2.2 0.1 
Litter           2 0.2  
   

Military Technology  
Artillery  

  

     Guns           6.9 0.003** 
    Bombs          2.1 0.1 
    Missiles          1.2 0.3 
    Tanks           6 0.006** 
Aerial warfare   

Aircrafts 
         2.5 0.09 

Chemical warfare  
   Gas Masks  

 
         1.5 0.3 

Signif. codes:  0 ‘***’ 0.001 ‘**’ 0.01 ‘*’ 0.05 ‘.’ 0.1 ‘ ’ 1 
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Statistical results 
The results of the Anova test displayed in Table 4 suggest that place is significant to the 

coding categories of guns (P<0.001), tanks (P<0.001), smoke (P<0.001), wounded civilians 

(P<0.001), fire (P<0.05), damage to infrastructure (P<0.05), and happy soldiers (P<0.05).  

For these coding categories we can reject the null hypothesis that the population means are 

the same between each nominal category at the 5% level. Hence the alternative hypothesis 

can be accepted that there is a statistical difference in war coverage across geographic 

spaces. For the remaining coding categories, the null hypothesis can be accepted that there 

is no difference in war coverage across geographic spaces. 
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Table 5- Table displaying the results of the Tukey HDS tests for the coding categories with significant results (where D is 
domestic spaces, P is public spaces and B is the battlefield)   

  

 Place 

   Tukey    
HSD test  
 (P- value) 
95% 
confidence  

   

The Human body                               
Civilian  

  

Dead D-B 0.9 

 P-B 0.07. 

 P-D 0.07. 

Wounded  D-P 0.9. 

 P-B 0.002** 

 P-D 0.006** 

Soldier    

    Happy  D-B 1. 

 P-B 0.03* 

 P-D 0.05* 

   

The Environment     

Air pollution    

Smoke  D-B 0.9 

 P-B 0.03* 

 P-D 0.008* 

Fire  D-B 0.9 
 P-B 0.06 
 P-D 0.02* 

Destruction of the built environment    
Direct damage to infrastructure         D-B 0.9 
         P-B 0.02* 
         P-D 0.06 
   

Military Technology  
Artillery  

  

     Guns          D-B 0.3. 
         P-B 0.09 
         P-D 0.001** 
    Tanks         D-B 0.02* 
         P-B 1. 
         P-D 0.01* 

Signif. codes:  0 ‘***’ 0.001 ‘**’ 0.01 ‘*’ 0.05 ‘.’ 0.1 ‘ ’ 1 
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Figure 7- pie chart displaying the footage filmed in each space 
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Figure 8- pie chart for domestic spaces (where DI is damage to infrastructure and S is soldier and C is civilian)  

 

Domestic spaces   

Scholarship (Robben, 2010, Hedges and Al-Arian, 2007) discusses violent raids of homes by 

armed men in search of Saddam, hidden weapons and insurgents that brought the violent 

conflict into domestic spaces. Despite this, a surprisingly small percentage (11%) of the 

coding categories analysed are shot in domestic spaces. This is an unexpected finding as 

the literature (Hedges and Al-Arian, 2007) contends that these raids were frequent 

throughout the course of the conflict, and thus one would expect their coverage to be 

greater. Interestingly, the presence of guns is overwhelming within domestic settings (Fig.8) 
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This is intriguing as guns were only coded alongside the presence of a soldier thus, 

insinuating that the soldiers entering domestic spaces were armed. Additionally, the results 

of the Tukey HDS suggest that there is a significant difference (P<0.001) in the footage of 

guns between public and domestic spaces (Table 5).  

ITNs narrative displays the destruction of the built environment within domestic spaces as 

damage to infrastructure and rubble are both notably present in domestic areas (Fig.8). The 

results of the Tukey HSD test presented in Table 5 suggest that when the footage shot in 

domestic spaces is compared to the footage shot in public spaces there is a significant 

difference in the mean for smoke, wounded civilians at (P<0.01) and fire, tanks at (P<0.05).  
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Figure 9- Pie chart for the footage shot in public spaces (where DI is damage to infrastructure and S is soldier and C is 
civilian)  

 

Public spaces 

The literature review (Gregory, 2006, 2008; Graham 2006) makes numerous references to 

the urban battlefield; from this, one would expect to see a large proportion of the conflict 

conducted in urban areas. This study support this with over half (62%) of the coding 

categories analysed filmed in urban areas (Fig.7). Smith (2005) also supports this finding 

contending that the contemporary warfare of the Iraq war moved the battlefield into the 

streets and houses amongst the people. This movement from the desert to urban battlefield 

is present in Table 4. The ANOVA scores yield a statistical significance between footage 
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shot in urban spaces compared to that shot in the battlefield, specifically pertaining to 

smoke, damage to infrastructure and happy soldiers (P<0.05) with the greatest difference 

being present in relation to wounded civilians (P<0.01). The urbanised nature of the military 

violence in Iraq discussed by (Gregory, 2006), offers a partial explanation for this finding 

(Fig.9). A significant proportion of media coverage in relation to the damage to infrastructure 

is present in urban areas. These findings are supported by Gregory (2006) claim that 

calculated attacks on urban infrastructure were conducted to affect public health.  The 

literature (ibid) argues that the use of aerial bombing removes the distinction between soldier 

and civilian, as it moves the conflict into urban spaces, away from the desert battlefield 

within which it was normally conducted. This study observes the contrary, as the footage of 

aircrafts in urban areas was notably lower than other coding categories (Fig.9). This finding 

is in line with Cordesman (2004) who contends that the Iraqi army wished to move the 

conflict into urban areas to decrease the ease with which the coalition forces could use air 

power. 
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Figure 10- Pie chart for the footage shot in the battlefield (where DI is damage to infrastructure and S is soldier and C is 
civilian) 

The desert battlefield  

Interestingly for this conflict there is little literature pertaining to the traditional desert 

battlefield and while we would expect to see a lot of the footage filmed here, this study 

reports that only 28% of the footage analysed is shot in this space.  Instead, the Iraq War 

sees a significant movement of the conflict into urban areas (fig.7).  Also, it is interesting to 
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note that gas masks are only present within the space of the battlefield and as one would 

expect, an overwhelming percentage of the coding categories pertaining to the artillery 

branch of military technology, specifically guns and tanks, are filmed in the desert battlefield 

(Fig.10). It is also interesting to note that footage concerning the impact of the conflict on the 

human body is largely absent in the space of the battlefield, with the footage focused on 

military technology and the impact of the conflict on the built and natural environment 

(Fig.10). The results of Table 4 suggest that for the Tukey HSD test there is a statistical 

difference between public areas and the battlefield for the footage concerning direct damage 

to infrastructure, happy soldier and smoke (P>0.05) and more significantly, wounded 

civilians (P>0.01). Interestingly, when the footage in domestic spaces is compared to that 

shot in the battlefield the difference in means was significant for Tanks at (P>0.05).  

 

Reflections 
In summary the literature suggests that the conflict in Iraq was largely fought in public 

(urban) areas (Gregory, 2006,2008) and the findings from this study supports this urban 

battlefield.  However, the violent invasions of domestic spaces by the coalition are largely 

absent within the media’s presentation. Additionally, the presentation of the conflict occurring 

in the battlefield, specifically in relation to the portrayal of the impacts on soldiers and 

civilians, is also largely absent within ITNs coverage.  
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Overall conclusions  
This dissertation has raised questions about the consistency and reliability of the narrative 

presented by the media, in terms of general representation on people, the environment and 

military technology, representation across time and representation of the geographical 

spaces within which the conflict took place. 

In this paper I have utilised some of the most recent literature available, working at the 

intersection of popular geopolitics and the Iraq war. I used key themes within the literature to 

conduct a visual content analysis of British televised media using a quantitative content 

analysis of ITNs news clips. I then investigated how the narrative changed across time and 

in relation to the geographical spaces (domestic, urban or the battlefield) where the footage 

was filmed. 

In answer to the original research question of this paper, this study found that ITN displays a 

controlled version of the narrative that focuses on particular aspects and spaces of the 

conflict – a depiction that deliberately avoids showing explicit violence or graphic content. 

More specifically, it has shown that the narrative constructed by the media is distorted and 

does not offer an accurate representation of the facts. 

This investigation demonstrates that, in answer to the initial hypothesis, the narrative 

presented by the media is heavily focused on military technologies and contains key 

absences on filming concerning the impact of crucial events on soldiers, civilians and the 

built environment.  

In answer to the second hypothesis, the results of the independent t- test conducted yielded 

that for a majority of the coding categories the null hypothesis - that time has no significant 

effect on the coding categories analysed - can be accepted, except for the coding category 

guns.  Here there is statistical significance and thus the null is rejected. When compared to a 

timeline of events from literature the narrative created by ITN contains key absences and 

focuses heavily on certain events, creating a narrative off par with that found in the literature.  

Finally, in relation to the final hypothesis the results of the one- way ANOVA yield that for 

certain coding categories, (guns, tanks, smoke, wounded civilians, fire, damage to 

infrastructure and happy soldiers,) the null hypothesis - that there was no significant 
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difference in war coverage across geographic spaces - could be rejected. These differences 

were investigated in greater detail using a Tukey HSD test.  The conflict was largely fought 

in public (urban) areas (Gregory, 2006) and this study shows that ITNs media coverage 

reflects this urban battlefield. However, there are absences pertaining to the footage of the 

conflict shot in more intimate domestic spaces. 

Future Trajectories 
This research hopes to highlight the need for further inter-disciplinary investigations into 

British televised media and the narrative of conflicts that they choose to portray. Televised 

media is essential to the way in which conflicts are depicted across geographical space, 

from the site of the conflict to the home of the viewer, and thus, it is imperative to explore the 

accuracy of the narratives portrayed. 

Moving forward, research should expand upon the theme of inaccurate representations of 

conflict and look into the motivations behind this in order to form a judgement about the 

extent of intentionality – whether the reality is omitted or just absent. Alternative research 

should look into the impact of the public’s perception as a direct result of the media’s 

portrayal, particularly the consequences on socio-political and cultural views of war. 

Although the scope of this dissertation is limited, it clearly demonstrates the absences within 

media reporting. Essentially, this dissertation has highlighted the need to further investigate 

the media’s portrayal of the narrative of the Iraq War and the spaces within which it was 

filmed. 
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 Appendix 1.1. Initial coding categories  
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Appendix 1.2. Coding categories after editing  
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Appendix. 1.3 Content analysis data for place  
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 Appendix. 1.4 Content analysis data for time series 
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Appendix. 1.5 Example of the coding for the content analysis 
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Appendix. 2.1 Example of the R script for the intra coder reliability calculations   

 

 

 

Appendix. 2.2 Example of the R script for ANOVA and Tukey HSD  
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Appendix. 2.2 Example of the R script for t- test  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix. 2.3 Example of the R script for time series  
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